
North Springs Charter High School Spartan Nation 
Executive Board Meeting Minutes 

September 27, 2016 

Board Members: 
Present:  Theresa Wooldridge, Dianne Wooldridge, Julie Abes, Erin Olivier, Stephanie Fox, 
Debra Cohen, Lisa Greenberg, Dorothy Kitchens, Eva Walston 

Guests: 
Present:  Judy Roseman, Leigh Eiberger, Gail Warren, Carol Ciepluch, Eric Jones, Alyson Tuck, 
Ruvae Roberts 

Proceedings: 
Theresa Wooldridge called the meeting to order at 9:35 a.m. 

President’s Report: 

School Governance Update: 
Theresa Wooldridge opened the meeting by presenting the proposals that needed discussion 
and decision by the board.  The first proposal was:  is it Spartan Nation’s mission and 
responsibility to create a “bucket” fund for the senior class.  After much discussion, Ms. 
Roberts, NSCHS bookkeeper, said that the senior funds are treated like a club. The senior dues 
pay for the cap and gown and the graduation venue.  Felicia Lewis manages the fund.  
Donations can be made to the NSCHS Senior Class account but it must be in writing for what 
the monies are intended.  With this information, the board decided that there was no reason 
to vote on the senior class “bucket” fund within Spartan Nation. 

The second proposal presented is the “After School Program Proposal.”  This program provides 
tutoring in core academics and enrichment for 9th and 10th grade students who are not 
performing well academically and are at risk of not graduating. The students who participate 
are picked by the school social worker.  Judy Roseman reported that 85% of the students who 
participated in the program last year passed their classes.  For the program to continue funds 
are needed to pay the teachers who are instructing the students after school and the 
enrichment like field trips.  Currently, there is a $15,000 grant the Marcus Center is 
considering giving toward this program.  Their decision should be made next week.  
Couchman Noble Foundation has agreed to match up to $4,500 of what Spartan Nation grants 
to the program.  It was moved to vote on granting $4,500 to “After School Program” and the 
motion passed. 

The third proposal presented was the “School Governance Council Seed Fund Supplement 
Proposal.”  The SGC is requesting fund for lunches for those who are observing various STEAM 
schools because Fulton County does not provide funds for that.  Based on the way the 
proposal was written the board decided to gather more information because as written 
Spartan Nation is not comfortable granting funds for that purpose.  The vote on this proposal 
was tabled until Judy Roseman gathers more information. 

FORUM and School Governance Council Report: 
Carol Ciepluch reported that there is a palatable energy and excitement about the STEAM 
program potential at NSCHS within the SGC.  Travis Chapman, NSCHS science teacher, was 
introduced at the meeting and will be heading up the visits to existing STEAM schools.  There 
are four planned visits to STEAM schools and there is a rubric for evaluating observations.  At 



the end of the year Mr. Chapman will write a report with the observations and 
recommendations should NSCHS continue the STEAM path.  Carol also stated with excitement 
the 15 NSCHS students were at SSMS STEAM night as ambassadors.  The hope is to build 
excitement in the middle school that will carry forward to NSCHS as these students enter high 
school. 

SGC has another opportunity to apply for SEED money for next year.  The key to receiving 
SEED funds is making sure the monies are tied to the strategic plan which is to promote 
student success.  The SGC is in the process of considering SEED funding ideas. 

FORUM’s goal is to create better communication across all NSCHS organizations.  Carol 
reported that there is a new “NEWS” tab on the website where one can get all of the latest 
news and communications at NSCHS.  Theresa said that a big topic of discussion at the FORUM 
was Fulton County’s new policy for field rental for sports teams.  It has become very 
expensive because a custodian and resource officer must attend and be paid at these events.  
This especially affects SSMS softball and Jr. Spartans teams. 

Since the Magnet application process has been changed NSCHS open house will now be on 
November 6th from 1 until 3pm.  Theresa proposed that Spartan Nation have a table there. 

There will not be a homecoming parade this year because permits were not submitted in time 
for Sandy Springs to close the road.  Instead there is going to be a car decoration contest 
open to clubs, a group of students or an individual student.  Three $100 prizes will be 
awarded. 

NSCHS Report: 
The PSAT is scheduled for October 19th.  National Merit Semi Finalists were honored last week.  
The personal learning devices have been distributed.  NSCHS is almost fully staffed. 

Treasurer’s Report: 
Dianne Wooldridge gave the board a copy of all the financial reports and the funds available 
are more detailed.  It was moved and passed to transfer the media center fund into the 
general fund.  If the media center has needs then they can request funds from Spartan 
Nation.  The United Way funds will also go into the general fund. 

Fulton County will pay for the addition of the window needed in the recording studio. 

Hospitality: 
Allyson Tuck reported that the hospitality committee will leave treats in the teachers’ 
mailboxes.  The National Honor Society inductions are at the end of October and Ms. 
Kaminsky will be contacted about the needs for that.  The hospitality committee will provide 
cookies at the Open House November 6th. 

Communications Update: 
Stephanie Fox stated that Spartan Nation sign proofs should be in today.  The $500 allocation 
for the signs does not cover the cost and she should know the outstanding balance today as 
well.  Stephanie asked the board to look at the newsletter and let her know if additions are 
needed. 

Amy Rubin will start putting together the Spartan Nation bulletin board with all kinds of 
information. 



Campus Affairs and CCC Update: 
The CCC website has all of the upcoming college and career events posted.  College Fair is 
Wednesday, September 28th at Ridgeview International Middle School. Mock testing hosted by 
Applerouth will be October 8th.  Lunch and Learn in the CCC will be November at 12:00pm.  
The topic is “Will my student be prepared to handle the college search and application 
process.” 

DUMC Great Day of Service at NSCHS is October 22nd.  DUMC is giving $300 toward pine straw. 

Lisa Greenberg is getting inquiries about spirit wear.  She has enough inventory to get through 
homecoming. 

Family Involvement: 
Dorothy Kitchens is meeting with Ms. Smith, NSCHS social worker to discuss Spartans Helping 
Spartans.  She is brainstorming fundraising ideas for the fund.  Let her know of your volunteer 
needs. 

Community Affairs: 
Debra Cohen announced that the NSCHS Staff Holiday party is December 19th at Marlow’s 
Tavern.  Marlow’s Tavern not only has made a $1000 donation, but mention NSCHS and you 
will get 15% off your food bill.  Stars and Strikes has donated $1500 to the NSCHS booster club 
and 50 free bowling passes that can be given to the student of the month throughout the year.  
Stars and Strikes manager, Matt, is very excited about establishing a relationship with NSCHS. 

Ways and Means: 
Erin Olivier reported that fundraising discussions will be on the agenda next Spartan Nation 
meeting. 

School Needs: 
Judy Roseman reported what teacher grants are on the table.  It was voted to pass those 
grants up to $10,000. 

New Business: 
Debra Cohan asked that we revisit the “bucket” fund proposal.  After some discussion, 
Theresa asked that Debra write up her thoughts and proposal on the matter for the board to 
review prior to the next meeting and it will be added to the agenda. 

The next PTO meeting is scheduled for October 25th at 9:30 am. 

Meeting adjourned at 11:32 am. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Eva Walston 
NSCHS Spartan Nation Secretary 


